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mander-in-cHef took no further action that day against the bat-
teries or against the Colon, then in plain sight and remaining
so for several hours after his arrival, must be construed to mean
that he was fully satisfied with the situation as found and as
explained. Any theory that he was not satisfied must involve
censure for falling, with the better opportunity an augmented
squadron permitted, to repair a situation of which he had dis-
approved.

Further, at 5.55 A. M. of June 2d, the New York left the
blockade and steamed rapidly to the southwest in chase of a
steamer on the horizon, and did not return until 1.40 p. M., after
an absence of nearly eight hours. If the blockade by the Flying
Squadron was ineffective as found., can it be possible that the
chance of a prospective prize was regarded of greater impor-
tance ! Suppose Cervera had been able to take advantage of that
opportunity to escape and had gone eastward ?

The circular form of blockade was adopted on the evening
of June 2d, after the New York had returned from the chase
after a possible prize. The Brooklyn was assigned a position
in the west quadrant of the semicircle, the New York took posi-
tion in the eastern quadrant of the semicircle of six miles radius;
the two flagships were almost as far apart as it was possible to
place them. On the clearest days only was it possible to read
signals from the New York, and generally some intermediate ship
had to repeat them.

Suggestion was made through Captain Philip, to Admiral
Sampson, that it would facilitate operations if the Brooklyn and
the New York should lie nearly south of the entrance, for the
obvious reason that both flagships ought to be in position to know
first any movement of the enemy as well as to hold the two squad-
rons under better signal control. Victory, or defeat, may result
from the proper, or improper, interpretation of signals. This
was intended to help the commander-in-chief, whose mind, ab-
sorbed in the other responsibilities of duty, might overlook the
small essentials that so often help operations and hinder mis-
takes. The form of semicircular blockade was in no sense novel,
but had come down from the past, with features of weakness
that any active compact squadron might turn to advantage in
any vigorous sortie. Its success was due entirely to the factade no dif-that were hardly within
